
Minolta Introduces the Freedom Zoom 90 DATE Camera

New compact 35mm point-and-shoot camera features take-anywhere design and date recording

Ramsey, NJ (July 17, 2001) – Minolta Corporation introduces the new Minolta Freedom Zoom 90 DATE, a compact, lightweight and easy to use 35mm camera that’s the perfect companion for everyday photography.  The Minolta Freedom Zoom 90 DATE features a convenient 2.4x (38mm-90mm) zoom lens, precise auto-focus and extensive flash modes all at a very affordable price.  

“Thanks to Minolta’s recent technological advancements in 35mm camera and lens design, we’ve been able to design this 35mm point-and-shoot camera to be more feature-packed, smaller and more affordable than ever before,” said Jon Sienkiewicz, vice president of imaging for Minolta Corporation’s Consumer Products Group.  “In addition, the new Freedom Zoom 90 DATE offers some sought after functions, such as a versatile long zoom lens and subject program selection features, that are typically found on higher end camera models.” 

Extended Focal Length and Compact Design

To keep users close to the action, the Minolta Freedom Zoom 90 DATE features a 2.4x (38mm to 90mm) zoom lens that incorporates some of the most popular and creative features available in 35mm point-and-shoot cameras today.  This zoom lens range is ideal for a wide range of photographic situations including landscapes, group shots, candid snapshots and portraits. Weighing approximately 8 ounces and measuring 4.7 x 2.8 x 2 inches, the new Freedom Zoom 90 DATE is perfect for traveling and slim enough to conveniently fit into a pocket or purse.

Precise Autofocus 

The Freedom Zoom 90 DATE’s precise 200-step infrared autofocus system keeps the main subject sharp under a wide variety of shooting conditions. It focuses from as close as 3.3 feet to infinity. The focus is quickly confirmed regardless of contrast conditions, and produces razor-sharp images.

This new camera also features a Focus Hold function that locks the focus so that the main subject can be creatively positioned anywhere in the frame. Just place the autofocus zone on the main subject, press the shutter button partway down to lock the setting, recompose the pictures as desired, then shoot.

Subject Program Selection

Landscape/Night View 

Landscape/Night View mode sets the autofocus to infinity to capture a countryside vista in daylight.  In this mode, the flash is also canceled to create dramatic photographs of night views such as a city skyline.

Night-Portrait mode 

The Night-Portrait mode produces beautifully exposed pictures of night scene subjects, by synchronizing the camera’s flash with a slower shutter speed.  This creates a photograph in which the subject is properly exposed (illuminated by the flash), and the background is recorded with more detail at a slow shutter speed. 

Multiple Flash Modes

The Freedom Zoom 90 DATE's flash system provides three modes to meet a variety of lighting needs including autoflash, fill-flash and flash cancel. 

Red-Eye Reduction

Red-eye reduction is achieved by pressing the shutter release button halfway down, activating a red LED that closes down the subject's pupil before the flash fires to reduce the distracting appearance of unwanted "red-eye."

Self-Timer

The Freedom Zoom 90 DATE features a 10-second self-timer to make sure that everyone is included in the picture. 

Quartz Date Feature

The Freedom ZOOM 90 DATE allows you to imprint the date on your photos in a number of different formats including the time, day, month and year.  

Minolta Corporation

Minolta Corporation, headquartered in Ramsey, New Jersey, is the largest subsidiary of Minolta Co. Ltd. of Osaka, Japan, a leading manufacturer of cameras, business equipment, radiometric instruments and planetariums. Minolta Corporation's Consumer Products Group (CPG) markets 35mm film and Advanced Photo System cameras, digital cameras, binoculars, accessory lenses, photographic light meters, 35mm and Advanced Photo System film scanners and other consumer products. Minolta is the exclusive distributor of Cokin filters.

The corporation's Business Products Group (BPG) markets digital and analog office equipment.  Products include black-and-white copiers, digital black and white printer/copiers, plain-paper laser facsimile machines, digital color printer/copiers, micrographic systems, document management software, and related office equipment.

For more information, visit Minolta’s Web site located at www.minoltausa.com or access Minolta’s PHOTOFAX at 800-528-4767.

All brand names are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of their respective companies.
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