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Applied Science Fiction™ and Pixel Magic Imaging™
Announce Strategic Alliance Agreement

Companies To Explore Joint Opportunities in Print Restoration

Orlando, FL (February 11, 2001) – Applied Science Fiction, Inc. (ASF™), the leader in digital imaging enhancement technology and Pixel Magic Imaging, Inc. (PMI), the leader in digital imaging kiosks, software, and retailer branded Internet fulfillment infrastructure, have announced a strategic alliance to integrate ASF’s proprietary digital imaging technologies into the industry acclaimed Photo Ditto® kiosks created by Pixel Magic Imaging. PMI has retained an exclusive distribution license for ASF’s Digital ICE™ (Image Correction and Enhancement) and Digital ROC™ (Reconstruction Of Color) technologies for use in its print-to-print photo kiosks.  

PMI will utilize ASF’s existing digital imaging technologies by offering the option of retrofitting currently installed kiosks and by applying the technologies to future photo kiosks. In addition, this agreement is intended to explore further opportunities for technology and product integration between the two companies. Also under the terms of this agreement, ASF is authorized to accept orders for Photo Ditto kiosks with order fulfillment to be handled by PMI as part of its sales offering. 

PMI’s Photo Ditto kiosks are print and enhancement systems that enable consumers to enlarge, crop, retouch and print high-quality photographic prints as well as other specialty items such as announcements and calendars directly from their original prints or negatives. Photo Ditto has long been recognized in the photographic industry as the leader in the digital photo kiosk market and has been praised for its open architecture platform and outstanding interactive consumer software. Initial implementation will incorporate ASF’s Digital ICE and Digital ROC for Flatbed Scanners into Pixel Magic's Photo Ditto print enhancement kiosks.  Now consumers with scratched or faded pictures will be able to automatically obtain high quality restored prints while they wait. The automatic print restoration enabled Photo Ditto kiosks will be available at the end of the first quarter of 2001.

“ASF is encouraged that the first implementation of our new flatbed scanning technologies will be offered exclusively to consumers through Photo Ditto kiosks,” said Dan Sullivan, president and CEO of Applied Science Fiction. “Self-serve photo kiosks are growing in popularity and we’re pleased that so many new consumers and retailers will now be exposed to ASF’s proprietary image enhancement technologies. This empowers consumers by providing them with a low-cost, high-value automatic print restoration capability that previously could only be done by professionals. I am equally delighted to be associated with Pixel Magic Imaging, another pioneering company in the digital imaging field that shares our vision for the future of photography. I’m confident that this strategic alliance agreement will lead to equally innovative and rewarding business opportunities in the future.”           

“Pixel Magic Imaging continues to look for new ways to add value to our entire product line,” said David Oles, founder, CEO and CTO of Pixel Magic. “And, we’re excited that through our nationwide network of installed Photo Ditto kiosks we are able to introduce retailers and consumers to ASF’s image enhancement technologies. Our clients have come to expect outstanding quality and innovative software solutions from Pixel Magic Imaging, and we are pleased that we will be working with ASF in the integration of their Digital ICE and Digital ROC technologies. We believe this joint relationship will benefit retailers and consumers as well as both companies.”

The Technology: Digital ICE and Digital ROC for Flatbed Scanners 
ASF’s award-winning Digital ICE technology automatically removes surface defects, such as dust and scratches without altering the underlying image. Digital ROC restores the color quality of an image, regardless of the condition of the original. 

Digital ICE uses a defect map to identify the precise locations of physical defects, or visual "noise" on a print being scanned. Differential shadowing technology and proprietary software algorithms quickly and automatically eliminate the unwanted defects, producing a scanned image file that improves upon the original print. Digital ICE is designed to remove dust and lint while also correcting scratches, cracks and folds found on the surfaces of most prints. In addition, Digital ICE will even correct artifacts caused by textured papers as well as scratches on a scanner's glass platen.     

Digital ROC automatically and accurately rebuilds the lost color values in prints, instantly creating color-corrected digitized images. Digital ROC identifies clues in the original medium to correct the color. Using a complex set of proprietary algorithms, Digital ROC reconstructs the actual colors from the original color data and presents a restored image.

About Pixel Magic Imaging, Inc.
Pixel Magic Imaging (PMI) is a digital imaging software and Internet technology company.  PMI is recognized in the digital imaging industry as a leader and pioneer in the fast changing online imaging and digital photography marketplace. PMI's Internet portal for digital photography and online image processing is MyPhotoLab.com™, a retail branded web initiative designed to support photo retailers with their need for online photofinishing infrastructure, service and support. PMI also offers two digital imaging kiosks that allow consumers to instantly enhance and reprint their images: Photo Ditto® and Digital Print Station™. These products, along with other imaging systems such as the BackLab™ Film Scanning System, are designed as part of a suite of technology solutions marrying online image processing and fulfillment with photo retailers nationwide.  The company is located twenty miles south of Austin in San Marcos, Texas.  To receive more information about Pixel Magic Imaging or its line of digital solutions, call (800) GO PIXEL (800-467-4935), (512) 396-9251 or visit www.pmimaging.com.

About Applied Science Fiction, Inc.
Applied Science Fiction develops proprietary technologies for the imaging industry that link traditional photography with the digital age.  ASF licenses its branded technologies through Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) that provide products for the professional and consumer imaging markets.  

In addition to Digital ICE and Digital ROC for flatbed scanners, ASF’s portfolio of technologies includes Digital ICE, Digital ROC and Digital GEM™ (Grain Equalization Management) for film scanners, and Digital ICE3, a suite comprised of the three film scanner applications.  ASF is also the innovator in digital dry film processing, with its environmentally friendly Digital PICTM (Process & Image Capture) technology. Digital PIC develops exposed film directly into a high resolution RGB digital format file in minutes.  Digital PIC produces an Extended Range Digital NegativeTM (XRDNTM) on a CD from which photographic quality images can be easily printed.  More information can be found on ASF’s Web site at www.asf.com.
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Digital ICE, Digital ROC, Digital GEM, Digital ICE3, Digital PIC, Extended Range Digital Negative, XRDN, ASF and Applied Science Fiction are trademarks of Applied Science Fiction, Inc.  Photo Ditto, Digital Print Station, BackLab, MyPhotoLab.com and Pixel Magic are registered trademarks of Pixel Magic Imaging, Inc.  All other trade names, trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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